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~~'~~~lìtStåtllŠSlen~â Out
ByUâhîèl1R6thStelÌì'~ '. overlapsqrne,whàt;andit wilbe unclear in many
. Two recently enàcted federal la~s ~ "On situations which form to choose.

Public A.ssociatioiis,"and"OnÇharitableActiv'- ApublicassocIåtionmust disclose bàsicin~
¡ties and Organizations" -'fill many gaps ònthe formationtMhepublic.Also,the governmentàl
legal status of nonprofit organizations. registering bQdy has the right to send representa- _

. . Most foreign nonprofit organizations operate tives to events conductedbyapublic association.
in Russia asfore,ignentities,í,e.throqgii'~ local . Wh.i1eJl1ese.reqíiirerrient~may beconsidered

representative Qffice. The,.låwonpublicdassocia~ normal forlargeorganiz~tionsthat wil presurn-
". tionsispi-imari IyconceÚie(jwi th.R.ussianen ti - ably seektà~.exempti()ns and other privileges, in
.... ties',l?(lMtats~,g()vyrns.tne'actiy~tiHSQfJ().qlLrep- .' .thepQst-So¥iefcoô text they wi I I stilJse.em om ic
,re"seiit~tiQh,§; Qf"'fò¿eignnôngo'rim~rciàt. ÏîÓn-' nQustom~ny;oftnoseaffected. The Civil.Code

, g()verl1 in(3ntal~ssoëian()nf 'apparently,cpntem plates priva te foundâtions,
'TheJawón'publicasso~ " .... '" whièhmight require less

'ciations'doesnotallöwà ,. public exposure: There aref~reign erititytofounda . no federal laws on.private
~ussian,publicàssoçiàtion. fopnaatiQns, butN1Qs,ÇPW
Ntleast'threeindividuals '. . ..,.... .legislatiol1 can be, adapted

;,must actasfounders.For .... to such anorganizatioh. .
çle(lridentific~tionofits 130th laws allow com-
" spoiìso¡'snip,hòwever,~a . rnercialactivity,aslongas
farei'gnnonprof1torgani-'pJ'ofits are used to supportzation,\\ould, rnther be" primarysocial.ÖÌcharitaple
named as founder. activities. Furthèr, both laws.... ..AlsO,thela\\se~01s,tomenti()l1,thattax:btlnefits
'hold apublipas,sqfiation,s. canbegrantèd top~blic
o'fcerspersonally ,liable aÚô '. chari tableoJ'gan ii;a-
forits,opligaÚQQs,in söme.' '.' .' /',;:ti9i;sr bpt,do nOt,tlJ,elTstklves
Cases, Whita.nliget Qeter . .' grantl?énefits.tJlJper,pur-
.represeritö.tiyespfoforeign .. . ..' tenttaiclegisfatiÔn;p.iiblic
nonprofitorg~l1jzations. ......... ......; ...........as~ociatiònsanacharitiès
. frolTacti,ngasfoundersof~ussiànaffiliâtes:d ....ca~ .... '.' .'níptìøn$from' profitt~~önlyby

Punlicassoc,iationsmust serye, ':sociallyuse-çieatlri .... .. ..... ksul¡siçliarièsfor commercial ac-
fuP'goals;buttbe s tate's abili ty' t9- judgewotpn ,.' tlvÚ1~s,whiçhJsacllI1ßersome strüètûre: A Iso,
aiiusare..useful.isHmiteajp.thatpublipasspcia- d~Úc6!6rgä~iià'tions(l..~~HÜs(¡bject toeRc~ss~wage'..

Hons have .the...righ t. to operatewi thoutstatereg- tàx,ajiaiiä¡'yotnergenerallyapplicablé taxes:
istratiOli. 'Theassociationscan,however,registtlVSo~t;forêignnonpr?tìts\Vi Ii proba.b Iy raise
withth~J usti.ce Ministry Or its Iqcal counttlrpart.. the:irdpr~iìl~rbyregisteting åRÜssianpublicasso~

Four different typtlS of entities are described ..ciati?n.;,bi.t.()ther~winprefer to usê the.,less-il1~
under tpelaw onppblic associations; "fonnda.c trusixe ~,a~qc.~le~islation;wait for federal legis-

,tions'~ estanIishedfor cl1aritable. ¿ultural,edupa-. ,latr8n~w~ri.Xat~fp1.ndati()ns,or continl.etaop-
tionaloF.other"socially. useful''purposes;."insti-' .... :era't~~;fói:êigllenlities'N1ortl encouragèmentis

..tutions;"typicaHyprovidingsocialsetvices;mass . needti:ìnth.tforni-of .broaqer. tax exeinptions '
. s9cial'Q(;;POli,ticald;movernen t~r an d member-, fQr.nQbfor-8(9tìtaIÎ?ichai:ity-relatedactivities.
'ship-ba"orgaIliz(itión~,"createdto further . .........
theint, ......... of01embers. The functions and JJaf1ltcIJlO,(liteifljap?rtne,r atRothstein& Shaw,
structtíesöf these four ()(ganizational forms haspra(JUf~~lnwl,!dØgsCqw.sitce 1990.
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